
Social Studies 8        Mr. Van Duyne 
Document-Based Question 1      Mr. Klemann 
 
 
 
This question is based on the accompanying documents (1-6). Some of the documents 
have been edited for the purpose of the question. The question is designed to test your 
ability to work with historical documents. As you analyze the documents, take into 
account both the context of each document and any point of view that may be presented 
in the document. 
 
Directions:  This document-based question consists of two parts. Part A requires short 
answers to analyze individual documents.  Part B is the essay. 
 
Historical Context:  For many people, even before the Civil War, the West had already 
proven to be a land of opportunity.  In the last half of the 19th century Americans again 
turned their attention to the West. Thousands began to move into western lands that had 
previously been occupied only by Native Americans. For the newcomers this westward 
movement brought new opportunities, but for the original inhabitants it brought conflict, 
suffering, and the end of a way of life. 
 
Task:  Using information from the documents and your knowledge of social studies, 
answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the questions 
will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to: 
 

• Identify and discuss reasons settlers moved westward. 
• Describe the impact of railroads on the West. 
• Explain the effects of western settlement on the lives of Native Americans. 

 



Document 1 
 

 

 
 
1. According to this document, what were two reasons people wanted to “Go West?” [2] 

 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 2 
 

 
 
 

1. Based on this poster, summarize two reasons people took passage on the railroad from Omaha to San 
Francisco. [2] 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 3 
 

 
 

 
 

1. According to this poster, how many acres of formerly Indian territory were going to be opened for 
settlement? [1] 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Based on this poster, state two reasons settlers would want to move west of the Mississippi. [2] 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 



Document 4 
 

 
 

1. Based on this document, what are two reasons Chief Joseph decided to surrender?  [2] 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Document 5 
 
 

 
 
 

1. What two railroad companies constructed the first transcontinental railroad?  [1] 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. How did the growth of railroads contribute to the development of the cattle industry?  [1] 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 6 
 
 

Slaughtering Buffaloes for Sport 
 

 
This old picture of useless killing from an early train first appeared in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, June 3, 1871 

 
 

1. Why are the men from this train killing buffalo?  [1] 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. How did such actions hurt the Plains Indians?  [2] 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Document 7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part B:  Essay 
 

Directions:  Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several 
paragraphs, and a conclusion. Use evidence from the documents in the body of the essay. 
Support your response with relevant facts, examples, and details. Include additional 
outside information. 
 
Historical Context:  For many people, even before the Civil War, the West had already 
proven to be a land of opportunity.  In the last half of the 19th century Americans again 
turned their attention to the West. Thousands began to move into western lands that had 
previously been occupied only by Native Americans. For the newcomers this westward 
movement brought new opportunities, but for the original inhabitants it brought conflict, 
suffering, and the end of a way of life. 
 
Task:  Using information from the documents and your knowledge of social studies, 
answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the questions 
will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to: 
 

• Identify and discuss reasons settlers moved westward. 
• Describe the impact of railroads on the West. 
• Explain the effects of western settlement on the lives of Native Americans. 

 
Guidelines:  In your essay, be sure to 
• Address all aspects of the Task by accurately analyzing and interpreting the 

documents. 
• Incorporate information from the documents in the body of the essay. 
• Incorporate relevant outside information. 
• Support the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details. 
• Use a logical and clear plan of organization. 
• Introduce the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement 

of the Task or Historical Content and conclude with a summation of the theme. 
 
 
 

 
 


